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POLAND – COLLECTION DESCRIPTIONS 
 

In 1989, the Polish National Tourist Office (PNTO) invited me to come to Poland to visit various archives for the 
purpose of arranging tours for people in America with Jewish roots in Poland.  At that time, I was writing a 
syndicated column called “Roots and Branches” which appeared in Jewish newspapers throughout the world, so I 
suppose that is why the PNTO suggested this. Not long after this invitation arrived, I was on a flight to Warsaw, 
where I met my translator (Mariola) for the two-week trip and we planned our itinerary. 
 
The PNTO arranged a meeting for me with the General Director of all archives in Poland.  Mariola and I went to 
his office where he had his own translator present.  When asked about the purpose of my trip, I told them that "I 
was planning on organizing some tours to Poland for American Jews who wanted to visit the towns and villages of 
their ancestors and, of course, they will want to know about the availability of archival documents for their 
families.” I then asked (quite naively) “could you please show me a town-by-town listing in English of Jewish 
documents so that I can prepare the tour itinerary and plan visits to the relevant archives.”  There was absolute 
silence (it felt like it went on for a long time) in the room after Mariola translated my request. Finally, an assistant 
director explained that they did not have any lists organized in that manner and many of their “finding aids” were 
organized by the institution or government office that created the documents.  Again (quite naively) I said, “well 
then, would you cooperate with me so that I can create and publish this list?” One of the lower-level archivists at 
the meeting said to me “do you have training and/or experience as an archivist?  as a historian? in the Polish 
language?”  I smiled and said “no, no and no, but if you help me, maybe I can do this.” 
 
About ten years later, that same archivist (when I handed him a copy of my book, Jewish Roots in Poland) said 
“we were astounded when you announced that you wanted to create a town-by-town index (because of your lack 
of experience in this field) and now that you have done it, we understand that we must become very active in 
adding similar data to our website.”  In those 10 years, the same archivist had risen to the position of assistant 
director. 
 
So, that was the beginning.  I traveled throughout Poland several times per year, by car, with Mariola, visiting 
archives and collecting “name lists," inventories and documents; the people I met were friendly and helpful. 
Mariola told me that my visit (beginning in the 1980s) was so unusual that people really wanted to know more 
about why I was there and what I wanted.   
 
The archivists kept their word and through the years, as I developed a database of archive data, I repeatedly 
submitted it to the head office in Warsaw and they sent copies to each of the district archives for their review, 
updates, corrections and more.  This happened at least twice and sometimes three times – the archive reviews 
and comments were sent back to me and I revised what I had based upon the archivists’ notes. 
 
Many of the files in this collection came from the Lublin State Archives and were made accessible to me by a long 
friendship and working relationship with Robert Kuwalek (1967-2014) in Lublin, Poland.   
  
 These collections from Robert include the following towns:   
  Belzyce, Bezirk Bialystok, Chelm, Chodel, Irena, Izbica, Krasnystaw, Lubartow, Lublin, Madan- 
  Tatarski, Piaski, Pulawy, Rejowiec, Siedliszcze and Turobin 
 
  



 

Poland Collections – Page 2 
 
Not only did Robert provide name lists to me for various collections for the above towns, but he actually created 
some of the lists from the archive documents in English for me; he also wrote articles about cemeteries and 
synagogues that he gave to me.  He was one of the first people I met when I began traveling to Poland and his 
generosity and willingness to share with me brought joy to my heart.  See https://jewish-heritage-
europe.eu/2014/06/08/polish-holocaust-historian-robert-kuwalek-rip/. 
  
Many people ask “is your inventory/index” complete and I smile say, “no, I don’t expect that to happen in my 
lifetime; however it was and is as comprehensive and accurate as possible based upon what was known at the 
time I began this survey."  I continue to update the archive database on an on-going basis at 
www.rtrfoundation.org based on new data supplied to me by both archivists and various colleagues, including 
Stanley Diamond, Mark Halpern and Robinn Magid (www.jri-poland.org); in Lublin, Tadeusz 
Przystojecki (1981-2022) and Volodymyr Dyshlevuk (“Grodzka Gate-NN Theater” Center in Lublin, 
http://teatrnn.pl/); also in Lublin, Robert Kuwalek (1966-2014)  
and others.  
 
Most of the collections on this website cannot be found online elsewhere. These unique collections include, 
for example:   Bialystok, the 1860-1883 index of Jewish births; also for Bialystok, the 1847 list of Jewish taxpayers; 
and a large collection of Nowy Sacz vital records that are not online. 
 
 
 

 
 

Rejowiec, Poland / town records for the sale of ownership 
of the Jewish Cemetery, 1933 

https://jewish-heritage-europe.eu/2014/06/08/polish-holocaust-historian-robert-kuwalek-rip/
https://jewish-heritage-europe.eu/2014/06/08/polish-holocaust-historian-robert-kuwalek-rip/
http://www.rtrfoundation.org/
http://www.jri-poland.org/
http://teatrnn.pl/
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Transfer of property by Hersch & Chana Engelhardt 
Notary documents, Frysztak, Poland, 1920 

Source:  State Archive in Przemysl, Zespol (File) No. 727 
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 In the mid 1980's, I began a series of visits to Israel.  I made new friends and began collaborations that 
were to continue throughout my genealogy career. Among those friends was Batya Unterschatz, Director of the 
Search Bureau for Missing Relatives in Jerusalem.  See here for more information about Batya and her work; 
also see this link for more information: https://wienerholocaustlibrary.org/object/110989-110990/.  
 During the course of my visits, Batya shared many research sources, copies of books, inventories, etc. 
including these two books: 

Register of Jewish Survivors: List of Jews Rescued in Different European Countries,  
 (60,000 names of Holocaust survivors), Vol. 1;  
Register of Jewish Survivors: List of Jews in Poland 
 (58,000 names of survivors), Vol. II 
 
I consider these two books "treasures" among the thousands I have acquired over the past 

decades. Both of these books were published in 1945 by the Jewish Agency for Palestine. 
 As part of new Surname Database at www.rtrfoundation.org, I am now including an OCR search 

of these two books. 
 
See the following two links for background information on these books. 
 
Vol. 1 https://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Holocaust/0064_PinkasNitzolimI.html 
Vol. II https://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Holocaust/0058_PinkasNitzolimII.html 
 

 
 

Page 109 from Volume 1 in this series. 
List of Polish Jewish Survivors in the 

Buchenwald Camp 

https://www.rtrfoundation.org/webart/sel-18.pdf
https://wienerholocaustlibrary.org/object/110989-110990/
http://www.rtrfoundation.org/
https://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Holocaust/0064_PinkasNitzolimI.html
https://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Holocaust/0058_PinkasNitzolimII.html
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POLAND / BIRTH RECORDS 
 

This collection consists of thousands of selected birth records (copies) acquired during my 30+ years of working 
in Poland. I have begun indexing these documents and include a summary translation of each.  Note:  I do not 
have COMPLETE birth record collections from any town in any country.   

To date, the vital records in this collection are for these towns:  
Bedzin, Bialobrzegi, Bialystok, Bielsko-Biala, Brzostek, Chechiny, Czestochowa, Fordon, Hrubieszow, Izbica, Kalisz, 
Krasnystow, Krylow, Lublin, Lutowiska, Nowa Slupia, Nowy Sacz, Osiek, Ostrow-Mazowiecki, Radzilow, Rzeszow, Siedlce, 
Sosnowiec, Staszow, Tyczyn, Zarnow. 
 
Regarding Belarus, Lithuania, Moldova and Romania, all of the vital records that I have acquired are currently in 
the new Surname Database. 

For the remaining countries of Poland and Ukraine, it will take "forever" for me to enter all of this data into the 
Surname Database.  This is only the beginning and I will continue to work on this (also forever). 

Sample 1 
 

 
 

Birth record of Bendet Antler, born 1880 in Monistyriska, Galicia/Poland (now Ukraine) 
son of Leisor Antler (merchant) & Nesi Antler 
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Sample 2 
 

 

Birth record of Usher Falek Valdman, born 1906 in Rejowiec, Poland 
son of Abram Valdman & Lea-Rivka Meser 

 
Sample 3 

 

 
 

Birth record of Moses Spielholz, born 1869 in Tarnow, Poland 
son of Nachum & Chana-Ruchel Spielholz 
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POLAND / MARRIAGE RECORDS 

 
This collection consists of thousands of selected marriage records (copies) acquired during my 30+ years of 
working in Poland. I have begun indexing these documents and include a summary translation of each.  Note:  I 
do not have COMPLETE birth record collections from any town in any country.   

Regarding Belarus, Lithuania, Moldova and Romania, all of my vital records are currently in the new Surname 
Database. For the remaining countries of Poland and Ukraine, it will take "forever" for me to enter all of this data 
into the Surname Database.  This is only the beginning and I will continue to work on this (also forever). 

Sample 1 
 

 
 

Marriage record (extract) / Rejowiec, Poland / 1923 
Chaim Mordko Waldman, age 28 (son of Gierszon Waldman & Golda Gluchman) 

& Faiga-Maria Zysklewicz, age 21 (daughter of Zolman Zysklewicz and Dwojra-Szaja Szafran) 
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Marriage of Pinkas Czeslowicz, age 20 (son of Hersh & Chaya Ruchla) 
and Lean Dunajec, age 21 (daughter of Chaim Dunajec & Sura Cipa Wasercycer) 

Staszow, Poland, 1874 



 

Poland / Death Records – Page 11 

POLAND - DEATH RECORDS 
 

This collection consists of selected death records (copies) acquired during my 25+ years of working in Belarus, 
Lithuania, Moldova Poland, Romania and Ukraine. I have indexed these documents and include a summary 
translation of each.  Note:  I do not have COMPLETE death record collections from any country.   

This database includes death records from the following towns:  Bielsko-Biala, Kalisz, Nowy Sacz, Rzeszow, 
Tyczyn – with more towns being continually added.  

Regarding Belarus, Lithuania, Moldova and Romania, all of my vital records are currently in the new Surname 
Database. 

For the remaining countries of Poland and Ukraine, it will take "forever" for me to enter all of this data into the 
Surname Database.  This is only the beginning and I will continue to work on this (also forever). 

 

Death record of Izrael Monszayin, son of Jakub & Rochli 
Died 1838 in Pilica, age 9 

Source: Katowice State Archives 
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Death record of Dwojra Szejwa Zysklewicz in Rejowiec, Poland 
(born 1895, died 1935), daughter of Abram & Laja 

 

 
Death record for Gittel Rozman, died in 1901 

wife of Moses Rozman, living in Bakowce, house #1 
living in Strzeliska Nowe, Galicia (formerly Poland & now Ukraine 
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This collection also includes the 1936 List of Jewish Taxpayers from Izbica, another collection provided by 
Robert Kawalek. Information from this collection includes: 

• surname 
• give name 
• occupation town of residence 
• amount of tax paid (in zloty) 

 
There are 360 names in this collection. 
 
 
 

 
 

Holocaust Memorial in Izbica, Poland 
Source:  Wikipedia.org 

 
 
 
http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/ghettos/izbica/izbica.html 
http://shtetlroutes.eu/en/izbica-przewodnik/ 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Izbica_Ghetto 
https://web.archive.org/web/20150924112927/http://www.sztetl.org.pl/en/article/izbica/5,history/?action=view&pag
e=2 
 
 

http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/ghettos/izbica/izbica.html
http://shtetlroutes.eu/en/izbica-przewodnik/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Izbica_Ghetto
https://web.archive.org/web/20150924112927/http:/www.sztetl.org.pl/en/article/izbica/5,history/?action=view&page=2
https://web.archive.org/web/20150924112927/http:/www.sztetl.org.pl/en/article/izbica/5,history/?action=view&page=2

